
High School Technology Buying Guide 2019-2020 
This guide is intended to help simplify the research process of finding the right computer for your 
student. We’ll provide some basic information about the computers as well as a few distinguishing 
features to consider when comparing the different models. We also recommend using the provided 
links to get more details on each computer.  

A few notes on the differences between Chromebook and Mac 
There are a number of distinguishing factors between a Chromebook and a Macbook. A Chromebook 
is primarily designed to work “online,” meaning, to get the most out of your machine, assume you need 
to have a wireless connection to the internet. They are champions in the classroom and are more than 
adequate for what our teachers expect from our students. However, if you student requires or prefers 
accessibility features, such as voice-to-text or text-to-voice, MacBooks are ideal. We would even go as 
far as to make a STRONG recommendation for the MacBook in this regard. In addition, MacBooks are 
significantly better equipped handle photo editing, graphic design, video editing, gaming, and most 
other multi-media tasks. If your student is college bound, a MacBook is also worth considering as 
Chromebooks may not have the feature sets required for some universities. With that said, talk around, 
play around, do your research. This guide is just that - a guide. We hope to get you started on finding 
the right computer.  

A note on “previous generation” models of MacBooks 
When it comes to technology in the classroom, it is vital to student success that technology is solving 
problems, not creating them. The whole point is to assist and enrich learning.  So we create these 
guides to ensure students aren’t fighting against older technology while trying to complete their work. 
So with that, our general rule of thumb is that if families are able to purchase previous generation 
MacBook models NEW at Best Buy or Apple, they are acceptable for classroom use.  

A note on deals 
Be sure to keep an eye out for deals around this time of year. Both Best Buy and Apple traditionally 
have “back to school” deals during the later months of the summer. If you are ordering a Chromebook 
from Lenovo, parents have found success in the past securing a deal simply calling to order and asking 
about educational pricing.  
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Display 11.6”

Weight 2.68 lbs

Battery Up to 10 hours battery life

Storage 32 GB 

Memory 4 GB

Operating System Chrome OS

Lenovo 100e 
Chromebook (2nd Gen)  

$239.00 

Processor MediaTek™ 8173C Processor 
(2.10GHz)

Ports/ 
Connections

• 1 USB-C (A/C Power) 
• 1 USB 3.0 
• 1 HDMI

Distinguishing 
Features

• Rugged design - drop resistant up 
to 29.5” inches 

• Best value

Learn more at lenovo.com
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https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/laptops/lenovo/student-chromebooks/Lenovo-100e-Chromebook-2nd-Gen-MTK/p/88ELC1S9989


Display 14”

Weight 3.3 lbs. +

Battery Up to 10 hours battery life

Storage Up to 64 GB

Memory 4 GB

Operating System Chrome OS

Lenovo Chromebook 
S330 

$249.99

Processor MediaTek™ MTK8173C Processor 
(1.70GHz)

Ports/ 
Connections

• 1 USB-C 
• 1 USB 3.0  
• 1 HDMI 
• SD Card Reader

Distinguishing 
Features

• 14” HD, anti-glare display  
• Expandable SD Card storage

Learn more at lenovo.com
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https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/laptops/lenovo/lenovo-n-series/Lenovo-Chromebook-S330/p/88LGCS31095


Display 14”

Weight 3.27 lbs. +

Battery Up to 10 hours battery life

Storage 32 GB 

Memory 4 GB

Operating System Chrome OS

Lenovo 14e Chromebook 

$289.00

Processor 7th Generation AMD® A4-9120C Dual-
Core Processor (1.60GHz, up to 
2.40GHz Max Boost, 1MB Cache)

Ports/ 
Connections

• 2 USB-C  
• 2 USB 3.0  
• SD Card Reader

Distinguishing 
Features

• Rugged design - drop resistant up 
to 29.5” inches and water-resistant 
keyboard 

• Larger 14” display 
• More ports/ connections

Learn more at lenovo.com
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https://www.lenovo.com/us/en/laptops/lenovo/student-chromebooks/Lenovo-14e-Chromebook/p/88ELC1S9991


Display 13”

Weight 2.75 lbs.

Battery Up to 12 hours battery life

Storage Up to 256 GB

Memory Up to 16 GB

Operating System MacOS Mojave

Apple MacBook Air 

From $1099

Processor 1.6GHz dual-core Intel Core i5, Turbo 
Boost up to 3.6GHz, with 4MB L3 cache

Ports/ 
Connections

• 2 USB-C (Thunderbolt 3)

Distinguishing 
Features

• 13” ultra high resolution Retina 
display 

• Light weight 
• Comes with accessibility features 

standard

Learn more at apple.com
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http://apple.com/macbook-air


Display 13” 

Weight 2.75 lbs.

Battery Up to 12 hours battery life

Storage Up to 256 GB

Memory Up to 16 GB

Operating System MacOS Mojave

Apple MacBook Pro 

From $1299

Processor 1.4GHz quad-core Intel Core i5, Turbo 
Boost up to 3.9GHz, with 128MB of 
eDRAM

Ports/ 
Connections

• 2 USB-C (Thunderbolt 3)

Distinguishing 
Features

• 13” ultra high resolution Retina 
display 

• Quad-core processor 
• Light weight 
• Comes with accessibility features 

standard

Learn more at apple.com
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http://apple.com/macbook-pro
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