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Google Chromebook 

Lenovo ThinkPad 11e Chromebook - 4th Gen 
$369 

This model was chosen for its proven durability in the classroom. Its rugged design, 
reinforced hinges, water resistant and anti-pry keyboard help keep this Chromebook well 
protected. The 4th generation 11e introduces 2 USB-C ports as well as a USB 3.0 port for 
legacy devices. Students should be able to get through their day on a single charge with 
claims of battery life up to 10 hours. For offline files, the computer features 32 gb of onboard 
storage. As a Chromebook, the device is always connected, making it incredibly easy to stay 
organized in the cloud. A microSD card slot is also included allowing for additional storage if 
needed. 

Ideal for: Students who don’t care much for computers and just want to get their work done, 
students who may be rough on their devices, students who want a smaller computer, students 
who are ok with working in the cloud,  students who don’t store a lot of music, photos and 
videos. Students who want an easy way to store and organize documents in the cloud.  
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Apple Laptops 

Macbook Air 13-inch 
Starting at $999 

This model of Macbook was chosen for versatility. It is made to be handle a variety of tasks 
and with 8GB of RAM, it can multitask like a champ. This is a great all-around computer with 
proven reliability. It has a diverse range of inputs so you can connect just about anything. It’s 
the lightest of the three recommendations making it easy to carry from class to class. It 
features the highest resolution of any of Apple’s non-Retina displays. The computer comes 
standard with 128 GB of storage which should be more than sufficient for a moderately sized 
photo, music and movie collection. 

Ideal for: Students who want a full featured, well-rounded computer. Students who benefit 
from long, all-day battery life. Students who multitask. Students who want a thin, lightweight 
computer. Students who want a high resolution display. Students who want a backlit keyboard 
to continue working in lower light situations. Students who have an interest in making music, 
movies or editing photos. Students who want to store a decent amount of music, photos and 
videos.  
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Apple Laptops 
 

Macbook Pro 13-inch  
Starting at $1299 

This model of MacBook was chosen for its power. A powerful 6th generation Intel processor 
provides enough power to handle just about anything our students can throw at it. From 
making movies to creating a spreadsheet, this computer is a true work horse. The 13-inch 
ultra high definition Retina display provides superb clarity making extended reading easier 
on the eyes. It is equipped with up to four  lightning-fast Thunderbolt 3 USB-C ports. It also 
features an all-day battery lasting 10 hours on a single charge. The computer comes standard 
with 128 gb of storage and can be configured up to 512 gb.  

Ideal for: Students who expect a lot from their computer. Students who demand a lot of 
processing power. Students who want an ultra high definition display. Students that want the 
latest and state of the art technology. Students who want a backlit keyboard to continue 
working in lower light situations. Students who are interested in gaming.  Students who are 
artistic and have an interest in digital art. Students who want to make movies, music and edit 
photos. Students who need more storage for music, movies and photos.  
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Tech Spec Comparison Chart 
 
 

Macbook Pro Macbook Air Lenovo ThinkPad 11e

Price $1299 $999 $369

Processor 2.0GHz dual-core Intel 
Core i5

1.6GHz dual-core Intel 
Core i5

Quad-core Intel Celeron 
N3450

Display Resolution 2560 x 1600 1440 x 900 1366 x 768

Memory 8GB 1866Mhz LPDDR3 8GB 1600MHz LPDDR3 4GB LPDDR4 3200MHz

Internal Storage 128GB PCIe-based SSD 128GB PCIe-based flash 32GB

Connections x2 Thunderbolt 3  
(USB-C) 
Headphone jack

x 2 USB 3 
Thunderbolt 2 
SDXC Card 
Headphone jack

x2 USB-c 
USB 3.0 
Headphone jack 
MicroSD card  
Kensington Lock

Size .59” x 11.97” x 8.36 “ .68” x 12.8” x 8.94” .89” x 11.81” x 8.27”

Weight 3.02 lbs 2.96 lbs 3.3 lbs

Graphics Intel Iris Graphics 540 Intel HD Graphics 6000 N/A

Wireless 802.11 AC, Bluetooth 
4.2

802.11AC, Bluetooth 4.0 802.11 AC

Battery 10 hours 12 hours 10 hours

OS MacOS Sierra MacOS Sierra ChromeOS
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Capability Comparison Chart  
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Macbook Pro Macbook Air Lenovo 11e

Web Browsing ✔ ✔ ✔

Accessibility Features ✔ ✔ ✔

Security & Virus Protection ✔ ✔ ✔

App Store ✔ ✔ ✔

Mail ✔ ✔ ✔

Messaging & Video ✔ ✔ ✔

Maps ✔ ✔ ✔

Word Processing ✔ ✔ ✔

Spreadsheets ✔ ✔ ✔

Presentations ✔ ✔ ✔

Movie Editing ✔ ✔

Photo Editing ✔ ✔

Music Making ✔ ✔

Graphic Design ✔ ✔

CAD ✔

Gaming ✔



Which computer should I consider? 
There is no one computer that is best for all students.  A one-size-fits-all just doesn’t exist. 
What is important to you may not be important to the next person. So with that in mind, 
we’ve organized a list of considerations to help you sift through the options and find the best 
computer for you. 

Best All-Around: Macbook Air 
With a moderate price point, the Macbook Air is really the jack of all trades. If it were a car, it 
would be your affordable sedan. There isn’t major power under the hood, but for everyday 
use you won’t find a better value.  

Most Affordable: Lenovo 11e   
This is an obvious selection. The 11e comes in at less than half the cost of our next 
recommendation. The 11e is a tremendous value considering all that you get out of the box. 
One caveat to consider with this choice is that due to its budget hardware, these computers 
aren’t meant to last forever. You may want to want to consider replacing your Chromebook 
sooner than a traditional computer.  

Longest Lasting: Macbook Pro  
Apple has a reputation for building computers that last and the Macbook Pro is no exception. 
Gone are the days where buying the largest processor dictates how long a computer lasts, 
rather the latest Macbook Pro features state of the art, industry leading technology which give 
it longer legs into the next few years. Solid construction, virtually no mechanical moving parts, 
superior hardware, and great support are all reasons to consider the Macbook Pro.  

Most Portable: Macbook Air  
This was a tough call to make. While the 11e is a smaller device, we considered portability in 
relation to usability on the go. On the whole, the Lenovo 11e requires an internet connection 
to do everything it was made to do. So we had to take that into account. The Macbook Air is 
the lightest of all of our recommendations, has the longest battery life, is arguably the 
thinnest, and has a solid construction. All things considered the Macbook Air has the slight 
advantage over our other picks.  

Best for Multitaskers: Macbook Pro 
For those who love to do it all, all at the same time, the Macbook Pro will serve you well. With 
impressively fast and sufficient RAM with a powerful processor behind it will allow you to 
switch between apps with ease. The Macbook Pro also automatically manages its power 
usage and prioritizes which apps you are using the most so that you aren’t draining your 
battery while using many apps at the same time.  

�6



Which computer should I consider? (continued) 

Best for Power Users: Macbook Pro  
For students who demand power, there is no other choice other than Macbook Pro. Our other 
two recommendations are great for getting work done, but the Macbook Pro has the extra 
horse power to allow you tackle just about anything. 

Best for Basic Users: Lenovo 11e  
For the student that doesn’t care much about computers and just wants to get their work 
done. As the least expensive option on our list, the Lenovo has everything our students will 
need to complete their work that is assigned.  

Best for Organization: Lenovo 11e 
Because the 11e is powered by Google, everything you create gets stored and organized in 
the cloud. Documents are being backed up in real time as you create them, meaning, as long 
as you have an internet connection, you have a safety net under everything you create.  

Best for The Unsure: Macbook Air  
As the most well-rounded computer, the Macbook Air is the perfect device to “dabble” in 
different things without committing to a high end computer. So if you have an interest in 
technology and want to try new things but aren’t sure what you might want to do with it, 
consider the Macbook Air. It’s fully featured and has enough power to tackle most things, and 
if hobbies develop, you can upgrade with your next computer. 

As a final note, these are just some of our thoughts on this technology. We still encourage you 
to continue to shop these options. For some, it may be helpful to visit a store to experience 
these computers in person. Maybe spend some time to search the internet for online reviews. 
Ask your friends and families to see if they have opinions that might be helpful. Just 
remember, whichever option you choose, these are our recommendations for our students. 
They were meticulously researched to ensure that these were capable devices that would 
serve our students at Fortune well.  You can’t really go wrong with any of these computers for 
school. We hope you have fun shopping for the right computer and wish you a fantastic 
summer! See you next year!  

With Fortune pride,  
Ryan Casey 
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Additional Resources:  

Where to Buy  

Macbook Air 
Apple Store  
apple.com  
Best Buy  

Macbook Pro  
Apple Store  
apple.com 
Best Buy 

Lenovo Thinkpad 11e 
CDW.com  
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Privacy and Security  
We have chosen systems and services 
that provide superior privacy and 
security that protect our students. For 
more information about the privacy 
and security policies of both Google 
and Apple, please visit the links below.  

Google Privacy Policy 
https://edu.google.com/trust/ 

Apple Privacy Policy 
http://www.apple.com/privacy/ 

Apple Security Features 
https://www.apple.com/macos/
security/ 

Device Support 
For information relating to troubleshooting, 
repair, and warranty status please use the links 
below for support.  

Lenovo 11e  
https://support.lenovo.com/us/en/ 

Macbook Pro  
https://support.apple.com 

Macbook Air  
https://support.apple.com 

Google  
support.google.com 

https://edu.google.com/trust/
http://www.apple.com/privacy/
https://www.apple.com/macos/security/
https://www.apple.com/macos/security/
http://apple.com/macbook-air
http://apple.com/macbook-pro
https://www.cdw.com/product/Lenovo-ThinkPad-11e-Chromebook-11.6-Celeron-N3450-4-GB-RAM-32-GB-S/4572512
https://edu.google.com/trust/
http://www.apple.com/privacy/
https://www.apple.com/macos/security/
https://www.apple.com/macos/security/
https://support.lenovo.com/us/en/
https://support.apple.com
https://support.apple.com
http://support.google.com
https://support.lenovo.com/us/en/
https://support.apple.com
https://support.apple.com
http://support.google.com

